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#CAArts

Dear Families and Friends,

For 35 years, Academy students have thrived at the intersection 
of a world-class curriculum and vibrant culture that, together, 
create the conditions necessary for artistic, intellectual, and 
personal growth and transformation.

This year was no exception. From the record-setting student-
produced AIDS Benefit, to the collaboration with the Grammy 
Award-winning group Eighth Blackbird, to an enormously 
successful Gala fundraiser, to the All-School Showcase at the 
Harris Theatre (all in addition to more than 100 department 
productions, concerts, shows, and exhibits), this school year 
has been a testament to the power of this community to bring 
extraordinary vision to life. 

Our alums enjoyed spectacular success as well, including 
winning two Grammys, showing at Sundance, repeatedly hitting 
the Billboard Music Charts, going viral, and touring the world. 
And, following quickly in their footsteps will be the 21 students 
of the Class of 2016, who were collectively awarded a staggering 
$4.3 million in college scholarships. Bravo!

Now that the school year is complete, we look ahead to the 
arrival of the Class of 2020 in the fall, and a yearlong celebration 
of The Academy’s 35th anniversary. In the meantime, please 
enjoy this look back at some of the special moments from the 
last quarter.

Wishing you a fantastic summer,

Jason Patera
Head of School
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Don’t be too distracted by 
outside things, because it’s an 
amazing community here. If you 
decide to devote your time and 
energy to it, there can be some 
truly magical and beneficial 

rewards that come from it.”
– Jonathan Alsberry
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Guest Artists at The Academy

This past semester, Academy students 

had the opportunity to learn from 

visiting professional artists, including 

guest choreographers, writers, painters, 

directors, and musicians. These guest 

artists provided another valuable, 

professional perspective to the work of 

Academy students. Check it out!

Dance
• Guest choreographers and alumni Jonathan 

Alsberry, gARTh Johnson, and Preston Miller

Media Arts
• Fiction masterclass with novelist Jake 

Hinkson
• Film editing masterclass with Lori Felker 

(guest judge for Winter Juried Festival)

Music
• Masterclass with Grammy-nominated jazz 

pianist Vijay Iyer 
• Jazz composition residency with bass player 

Ashley Summers
• Masterclass with saxophone player Seamus 

Blake
• Masterclass with composer Pablo Chin 
• Performance residency with Fonema 

Ensemble 
• Performance by chamber ensemble Cinco 

of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra
• Performance with Eighth Blackbird at the 

MCA 

Musical Theatre
• Gentlemen’s Guide Show Master Class
• Guest director Tommy Rapley

Theatre
• Costuming intensive with Sasha Hildebrand

Visual Arts
• Visiting artist Tom Torluemke
• Guest lecture with Cheryl Bachand

Ashley Summers Composition Workshop

Jonathan Alsberry with Dance Students

Jake Hinkson with Academy writers

Tom Torluemke working with Academy visual artists

gARTh Johnson working with dancers

Music Students with Chicago Syphmony Orchestra esneble “Cinco”
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On April 16, 2016, The Academy welcomed 
over 200 guests to the Chicago Athletic 
Club Hotel for its annual fundraising Gala 
“Movers, Shakers, Art Makers.” Hosted by 
Emmy Award-winner reporter Leah Hope 
from ABC 7 News, the evening featured 
the work and words of students from each 
of the school’s arts departments, offering 
guests a view into the Academy’s diverse 
and comprehensive arts curriculum.

The evening continued with the 
presentation of the Essie Kupcinet Civic 
Award to dance legend Harriet Ross. Ross 
has been a key figure in The Academy’s 
dance family for many years, serving as 
an advisor, coach, student mentor, and 
fierce advocate for the school in the 
wider Chicagoland dance community. 
Ross was honored in a moving speech by 
her longtime collaborator and dear friend 
Randy Duncan, chair of The Academy’s 
Dance Department.

This year’s Gala raised an extraordinary 
$285,000, all of which directly supports 
The Academy’s faculty, programming, and 
financial aid. To our tireless volunteers, 
to those who donated auction items and 
experiences, to our inspired students and 
faculty, to each of our guests, and to those 
who purchased tables and introduced us 
to new supporters: we thank you. Your 
generosity is awe-inspiring, and we are 
endlessly grateful for your incredible 
support.

ABC 7’s Leah Hope and Academy students at the 2016 Gala

Randy Duncan presenting Harriet Ross with the Essie Kupcinet Civic Award

Spring Show Recap

Spring Play: Dead Man’s Cell Phone
Photo featuring the cast

Spring Musical: Nine
Photo featuring a scene from “Nine” with Mark Finnerty and cast

Media Arts: Winter Juried Show
Yon Ziebarth and Reade Wildman pose on the red carpet prior 

to the show. They debuted their films Through Trees. Through 
Water. Through Blood (Wildman) and  All Days A Week (Ziebarth).

Spring jazz Concert
Photo featuring Micah Collier playing  

with  the Chlebektet at The Jazz Showcase

Spring Dance Concert
Photo featuring Dani McGowan, Evan Boersma and dancers.

Visual Arts Spring Exhibition 
Photo featuring Academy visual artists in front of  

Daniel Hellwarth’s Geisterstadt (Ghost Town)



Jacques Agbobly (Visual Arts) is off to 
Parsons School of Design in New 
York on a full scholarship to study 
fashion design. Jacques has brought 
spirit to the Academy Visual Arts 
Department since his first day.

Avery Gray (Musical Theatre) will be 
pursuing a BFA in Musical Theatre 
at Texas Christian University in 

the fall! Between 400 and 1,200 
students audition for each musical 
theatre BFA program, and she was 

accepted as one of ten boys and 
ten girls at TCU.

Quinn Bailey (Media Arts) is off 
to Loyola Marymount in Los 
Angeles in the fall to pursue 
filmmaking. He was accepted 
with a Presidential Scholarship 
in the honors program! For 
four years, Quinn has been a 
creative force within the Media 
Arts Department and Academy 
community. 
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Elenna Sindler, Daphne Thomas, and Meghan Kruger with Lisa Kaplan of Eighth Blackbird

New Music Ensemble with Eighth Blackbird at the MCA

 Luminarts Speech Contest Contestants

2016 Luminarts Speech Contest Winner, Paris Richardson

The New Music Ensemble 
and Eighth Blackbird

Eighth Blackbird graciously invited Music 
Department  students to participate in their  
residency at the Museum of Contemporary Art during 
Family Day on May 14th. Through the generous support 
of the Daniel J. Epstein Foundation, a partnership 
between Eighth Blackbird and The Academy has 
developed over the last two years.

“The students were thrilled about the opportunity. We 
dropped them right into the middle of the project and 
they developed new, creative pieces of music, both 
analysis of and responses to Kerry James Marshall’s 
work, all within a couple of months. It was impressive 
to witness the quality of work they did on a professional 
deadline,” said Music Teacher Jesse Langen.

The Academy is committed to developing partnerships 
with world  renowned cultural organizations like Eighth 
Blackbird and the Museum of Contemporary Art. These 
partnerships create dynamic programs for students 
that live at the intersection of the classroom and the 
community–facilitating a third space for teaching and 
learning, rooted in community connections and civic 
engagement throughout the City of Chicago.

“Working with Eighth Blackbird was great because we 
had the opportunity to receive criticism on the pieces 
we created for the project   what worked and what 
didn’t. But it was also cool because they were kind of 
following our lead,” said Webb Dieter (Music, ‘16).

Luminarts Speech Contest
The Academy selected 9 finalists to give personal 
speeches to a panel of judges in the Luminarts 
Speech Contest on April 13. Each student developed 
a 500 -700 word speech exploring the theme: “Why 
There’s a Future in the Arts - Artists as Agents of 
Change.” The winners were Paris Richardson, Chloe 
Ricke, and Elenna Sindler!

Through the generous support of the Luminarts 
Cultural Foundation, students had a great 
opportunity to advocate for what they do and love, 
and have their voice heard within a national dialogue 
of art  world movers and shakers.

“Arts give children a place to share with others the 
talents that would otherwise go unnoticed.  Arts 
create individuals who are capable in many areas.  
Arts create connections.” - Chloe Ricke (Dance, ‘18)

The Luminarts Speech Contest empowers students 
to develop writing and persuasion skills and gives 
them the chance to develop narratives that can be 
the foundation for college essays, scholarships, and 
artist statements to come.

Business and the Arts EP 
This semester, students in the Business and the Arts 
course at The Academy produced an EP comprised 
of a variety of students’ musical works. The purpose 
of the seven song EP entitled VII is to showcase the 
passion of Academy students and the diversity of the 
student body in our community. 

In class, students learned to create proposals, curate 
a body of work, and market, develop, and distribute 
a project. Furthermore, they were able to raise an 
impressive $2,815 through a GoFundMe campaign 
to fund the project and throw a successful EP release 
party in May. The VII story was featured on NBC 5 
here!

We hope the Academy EP project leads to more 
situations where Academy students can be 
introduced to the business side of the art they create. 

VII EP Release Party

https://vimeo.com/170019482
https://vimeo.com/170019482
http://www.nbcchicago.com/blogs/making-a-difference/WEB-430P-PKG-MAD-STUDENT-ALBUM_Chicago-378021921.html
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Don’t miss any performance photos or community 
updates—follow us!

#CAArts

UPDATES - #CAAGrads

The Academy is invested in preparing future leaders in the 
arts and beyond. Justin Poggioli’s story is a great example 
of the comprehensive and diverse experience here. Justin 
went to Columbia College Chicago after The Academy and 
soon began a career writing music for commercials and 
TV shows, in addition to composing musical scores for 
playhouses around Chicago. However, he soon found his 
real passion was elsewhere. “About nine months into it, I felt 
like it wasn’t for me. This was the same time when computers 
were infiltrating music studios, and I found that I was 
more interested in the computers than writing the music.”
Justin landed at a start-up company writing code, and 
his interest and role grew exponentially as the company 
was eventually acquired by a larger, publicly traded 
firm. He subsequently earned his MBA at Kellogg School 
of Management at Northwestern and now works for 
the business and technology consulting firm West 
Monroe Partners as a Customer Experience Consultant.

• Lalah Hathaway won the 2016 Grammy Award for Best Traditional R&B Performance of “Little 
Ghetto Boy”.

• Craig Hall retired as a dancer at The New York City Ballet. He will return in the fall as Ballet 
Master. More here!

• Hit songwriter Justin Tranter was featured in Billboard, Spin, The Chicago Tribune and other 
high-profile publications. 

• Akenya Seymour performed at Dillo Day Festival 2016
• Nathan Laube performed on Grand Concerto, which won a the 2016 Grammy Award for Best 

Classical Compendium.

Luke Sangerman (Music ‘15) became Blue Man Group’s 
youngest national performer at age 16, and is now playing 
drums for the group on a world tour. He is currently in New 
Zealand!

“Just remember that you’re doing it because you love it. 
The only way to make music is for the music. It’s not for the 
individual who’s creating the music, it’s for the music. You 
get to create something so much bigger than life, with other 
people.”

After his tour finishes with Blue Man Group, Luke plans to 
return home to Chicago and continue to work with his band 
Woo Park and other Academy alums. Luke’s approach to 
music and art is truly in the spirit of The Academy. We can’t 
wait to see what he has in store next!

ALUMNI

http://chicagoacademyforthearts.org/
http://www.facebook.com/chicagoacademyforthearts/
https://www.instagram.com/chicagoacademyforthearts/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qntAW1uq8-g
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http://www.spin.com/2015/11/justin-tranter-interview-justin-bieber-gwen-stefani-selena-gomez-britney-spears/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/music/ct-justin-bieber-sorry-justin-tranter-20160606-story.html
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